1 Paper presented at the Conference of Eastern College Librarians, Columbia University, Nov. 29, 1947. ranging between sixty thousand and a hundred thousand people, scattered all over the country, has personnel officers who must be equipped with current personnel literature, budget and fiscal officers who must be helped in performing their jobs, and many related service functions which require supporting library services.
Thus, in its departmental relationships the Department of Agriculture Library has the two-fold job of supporting the bibliographical needs of a program of research which averages approximately $30,000,000 a year, and an administrative program of about $1,000,000,000 a year. For this reason you will find that our subject treatment of material is based on its intellectual content rather than on its format, and we are likely to make as many or more subject headings for a slight mimeographed separate as we do for a textbook.
As noted in the current
On the other hand, since we are concerned with the dissemination of knowledge rather than with bibliophilic considerations, you will find that our descriptive cataloging is more informal than that in many other scholarly libraries, in which the detailed description of a particular copy of a book has been considered an absolutely essential part of the cataloging process. 
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